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ABSTRACT 
Letters concerning the Mines. 


Received fince the GENERAL-COURT. 
held in November laſt. 


November the 20th, Mr. Wallet to the Diredors. 
T* is a new Vein at Cumyſttoith a Yard wide, and one of the Mines there 


holds well in Silver : We daily improve in our way of Smelting: We ſhall 
have three Foreheads in Cumſumlocꝶ, whereas the Patentees had bur one: 

the middle Level comes under the 0/d Man, fifty two Yards all in Ore. 

| | November tho 24th. 13 'F 
Cumyſtmith and NMimtien raiſe Oar very plentifully; we have ſeveral Veins and Shafts 


there down to Oar. | 
THO December the 4th. 
We are blaſting through the hard Rocks at Gaginian, where the Old Man left off 


for want of underltanding this way of working, and it being too hard for their Tools: 


This Veine yields forty four Ounces of finc Silyer in a Tun vf Lead. 
. December the 1 1th. 


Weare come to a Stoupe in Goginian Work, and have ſome Oar, bat it isnot yet ſettled 


in a firm Rib. 3 
: | | December the 18th. _ . - Es | 
The Forefield in Goginian is all mixed with Oar three Foot wide, but no Rib yet ; the 
Lead Mines raiſe Oar very well. gg 
To | December the 25th. | 
The Weekly Committees below, appointed by the Directors, when laſt at the Mines, 
contribute much to the better carrying on Affairs with us; Eskirfraith Level is come 
into Oar ; Betrons Works at Cumyſtwith mends daily; Goginian Vein goes well on. 
£4 January the 8th.  , - 3 ' = 
We are going to ſet new Batgains at Cumy/tbwith and Yitmtean; and ſhall ſhortly ſend 
you a Map of Cwmſumblock. 8 
| Fanuary the 15th. WS ct, SR 
The Veins at Cumiſthwith go well forward, and we raiſe great Quantities of Oar, 
having ſeveral Veins, and a deep Level. | 
| | January the 22d. Y 
I am bringing up three Levels to Com/umblock, which in time will yield Quantities of 
that rich Oar ; one Level there coſt the Patentees eleven thouſand Pounds. I am under 
Mr. Buſbull's Work at Goginian, and the Oar encreaſes there. 
#7 January the 27th. _ a | ; , 
The Veins at Cymyſtwith and Tf:miean continue vety good, ande we raiſe Oar faſter 
than we can Carry it. | 8 
Februaty the 19th. 


Incloſed is a Map of Comſamblock, where we are driving to the Quick Vein in ſeveral | 


— which will require time; but when finiſhed, will yield full recompence, being 


very rich in Silver. B.) | 
February the 19. 2 ; | 
I am carrying on the Silver Mines with all the Care I can; Brinpica Shaft is finiſhed 
Cwmarvin is come to ſtrings of Oar; Caninog Level goes well forward: We Smelt about 


thirteen and a half of Lead out of a Tun of Es&i7-bir hard Ore, the firſt running, with- 


out Iron Flux. 
| February the 24th. 


I go to-morrow to ſet new Bargains at * E:kir fraith, and Caninog, where I, 


have 


m4 


2 A 


| 


(2) 


have taken off many Men, according to your Order, to work with. greater diſpatch at 


the Silver Mines. 
March the third. 

I am driving at Es#:r-byr from the Level, and Old Vein, a Croſs· Cut to the Great Vein, 
where the Sides prove very hard, which is a good fign that the Vein will prove well : 
Eskir-fraith and Caninog Level go well forward : I am ſinking a deep Shaft at Cwm- 
Jumblock, Eighty Yards deep. | 


E March the 14. 
We work our Silver Mines Night and Day; and we are come to a ſmall Rib of Oar 
at Gogiman. | | 
March the 26th. 


The Rib of Oar in Gogznan encreaſes upon us: If this Vein comes to eighteen Inches 


or 4 Foot, it will yield us Silver enough, as ſoon as I can make room for Men to 
work. 


3 April the 2d. . 
I have got this Week to half a Yard wide in a firm ſolid Rib of Oar in Goginian ; we 
have nothing new in the othei Works. 
| April the 8th. 
I am going to ſet new Bargains at Eskir-hir, Eckir-fraith, Caninog, Cwmſumbloch, 
Pencrarg-ddy, Cwmarvin, Brinpica, and Goginian. 
April the 16th. 
We raiſe Ore plentifully at the Lead Mines that are not rich in Silver. 
April the 23d. 
Goginian Veins goes well forward, and is wrought Day and Night. 
April the 3oth. 
Mintean North Veine proves as good as the South, and raiſes Ore plentifully : There 
is no Alterations in the reſt of our Works, which go on well. 
May the 12th. | 
That he had purſued the Order of the Court of Directors, in removing moſt of the 


Men from Eskrr-hbir to the Silver Mines, which were carried on, and 1 N and 
I 


Day; but Esk7-hzr is in readineſs to raiſe Ore, when the price of Lead iſe, and 


more Men can be had. 
the 14th. | 


We have Three-hundred Tun of Me ready for Market, befides what is at Neath ; 
and wiſh you could ſend it directly to Lisbon or the Streights, without paying double 
Freight, and running twice the hazard in ſending it firſt to other Ports in England, and 
then back again. 


| May the 21ſt. | 

þ have found another Leading in the Gaginian Vein, two Inches wide, and a Rider a 
Yard wide, all mixed with Ore; which in all probability will be firm Ore, when the 
Work ſhall be driven a little farther : 2 — 8 Mines go well forward. 

the 28th. 

The Leading in the Gaginiin Silver Vein is increaſed to four Inches wide; no Altera- 

tions in the orher Works. | 
Net. June the 4th. | 

Crmſumblock low Level is come to ftrings of Ore : Mimtean Vein yields Ore in 

great quantities, and fo doth Cumyſiwith, both which | viewed this Day; we have 


one hundred twenty five Hotles carrying Ore at this one Work; and I doubt not in 


time, to have Silver Ore as pleaty as Lead Ore. 
| June the 11th. | 
The new Vein in Cumyſtwith is two Foot wide in good Ore, Goginian continues mixed 
with Ore ; we are getting down our Air Shafts at C] ſumblocꝶ with all ſpeed, but the 


Stone proves very hard. | | 
June the 18th, 
Caninog Level goes very well forward; that Vein in one Drift is Seven Foot wide in 


| clean Ore. 200 


June the 22d. 


Inne Rib of Ore at Gaginian is increaſed to fix Inches wide, of ſolid Ore; in the reſt 


no Alteration. 
| 1 June the 25th. 
Goginian is wonderfully increaſed to ſixteen Inches wide in pure Silver Ore ; and 
Cumyſtroith will employ a whole Country of Miners. 
| June the 28th. ä | gh eh 
I have ſent a Sample of the Gogiman Vein to London, and it is all ſuch Ore for half a 
Yard wide, and yields forty four Ounces of fine Silver in a Tun of Lead , which is above 
twice as tich as the Ore that is refined in Hint. ſbire. | 


Faly 


till Cromſumblock Level comes up to it. 


(3) 


1 a | Fuly the ad. . 2 
a Goginian Vein doth (till encreaſe, and is now a brave Vein of two Foot wide in good 
re. | : 
July the 5th. 


The upper Drift in Gogtnian is now alſo come into Ore, ſo that we are ſecure of this 


rich Ore from __ bottom, for fixry five Yards deep; and as it goes on, it will bs 
deeper under the Hill. 


| | Fuly the 7th. 8 | | 
4 I have ſent you a Map of Gaginian, which is now x full Yard wide in good ſolid 
re. 
July the 12th. 


Crmſumblock low Level is now mixed with Ore, the Stou at inian well on, 
and the Vein ſtill widens forward. : RY 80 , 
July the 16th. 


I am going my Rounds to morrow, and ſhall give you an account of every Alteration - 
in the Works ; but where there is none, I need not trouble you. 
Fuly the 18th. | | | 
Yeſterday I way at Mimtean, where the North and South Veins go on bravely, and 
we raiſe good quantities of Ore in both Works. | 
| July the 234. : 1 
At Cunyſtwith we have famous Works, and raiſe Ore in ſeveral places; all the 
Veins there aredaily mending upon us, and there is one Vein yields rich in Silver. 
| July the 28th. 8 
 Goginian Vein ſtill improves, and will be a Key to a great Treaſure: I have ſer, that 
Work to fix of my beſt Miners: Brinpica = - Crmarvin begin to ſparkle with Ote. 
| Auguſt the 2d. | : 
Crmſumblock Levels are carried on Night and Day with all diligence ;. we muſt. have 
patience there; Kut that Work will at laſt exceed them all : the Shafts ate deep, and the 


- 


ock very hard. 
| — 6th. ; DN I 
There is a ſmall Rib of Ore come in at Cromſumblock, which promiſes well. 


f Auęuſt the oth. ; 'T 
Cwmarvin Vach is carried on with vigour, and is as rich in Silver as Cromſumblock :: 


- Gogrinian goes well on, both in the opper and lower Drift, which will he as proficahleffor 
el F 


the time, as if they were two ſeveral Veins. 
| | | Auguſt the 13th, SEP 5 
I have ordered a Croſs. Cut from Crwmſumblock to Cwmarvin, which if it hits true, 


will be a great advantage to us. | 
| Augpff the 16th. 1 | | 
[ have cut to the top of Cwmarvin Vach Vein, bit muſt ſtay farther working there, 


1 | Auguſt the 20th R 
The upper Drift at Gag inian cuts much ſofter than formerly: I have three Shafts go- 
ing down there. * 
| | Aug the 27th. | SEE 8 
We are ſo full of our Silver Mines, that I do not touble you wen the Lead Mines, all 
which go well on; but we do not raiſe much at Es&r-bir, becauſe the Men ate removed 
to the Gag inian and other Veins. _ _ al | 
Auguſt the 3oth. 


We raiſe Ore at Cumyſtwith at five ſeveral places « Veins; and our Silver Mine there 
is now above a Yard wide. We have ſeveral more Veins, which the Miners at their lei- 
ſure find our, without any Charge to the Company: Gaginian improves upon us. 

| September the 6th. c 

Mr Jucſtſon the Merchant is come to view the Mines and Works : I ſhewed him 

Ekir-bir, where we are raifing Ore in three ſeveral places, at forty Yards deep; and at 


j the Vei ſeven Foot in pi ne Ore. | 
Caninq le. TAN the Vein between ix — ſeyen Foet in pure clea i * 


On Tueſday 1 waited on Mr Zackſon to Cumſumbloc; I ſheweT | 
are driving Weſtward in two Ribs of Ore, and where we cut the old Level through, 
and let off the Water, in which place we had like to have loſt a good Miner, by. the 
ſudden Force of the Water: We expect a great Treaſure, in time, from the help of 
this Level : I ſhewed him ſeveral other Veins, but that which pleaſed him very well, 
was the fight of Goginian, where he waded in Miners Clogs and Stockins, to the middle 
of his Legs, in running Water, three hundred Yards, to ſee the Forefield of that Vein, 


. which is between three and four Foot wide in rich Silver Ore; and as foonas I can make 


toom for a number of Men, to ſtand to work in ſeveral Stoups in that Vein, you will not 

want quantities of Silver. I alſo ſhewed him NMimtean and Cumyſtwirh, where he far 

great quantities of Ore on the Banks, and many Men at work, railing Ore in Was 
e 


„ rye th mnie N 
= ; per Ta EI will try it with Quick- 


there, gets much quicker than it cid: "Cromſumblock goes well on; I doubt not to 


will prove better. 


* e 1 | 
8 — more 


(4) 
Veins, ſome two Foot, and ſome four Foot wide: Then I ſhewed him $:/ver-H!/, 
where we have four Veins meet in a fine ſtrake of Ground, for three Miles together. 
| September the 20th. | 
Mr Haller having ſet his Works in order, deſites leave to go to the North to fetch 
more Miners, where he propoſes toſtay about a Month. 


Ollober the 1ſt. Mr. Shut, (Aſſiſtant to Mr. Iller,) to the Directors. 


We are raiſing Ore in three Shafts at Es&:r bir, and carrying on the Level at Ekir- 
fraith to the great Vein: We raiſe Ore plentifully at Caninog; go well on at Crmſumblock, 
where we are ſecure of a great Treaſure ; and Gqginian continues it's wideneſs in Ore : 
We raiſe quantities of Ore in the ſeveral Veins at Camyſttoith and Tftimiean, and 
are every where proſperous. Here came a Gentleman to view the Mines, from ſome of 
the Partners; his Name was Mr. Lewis, who ſeemd ſurpriz'd to ſee fo many rich Mines, 
and ſaid, he ſhould not be believed in London. 
| | Ottober the 18th. 
The Ore in th: Weſt End of Cwmſumblock is five Inches wide? no Alterations in the 
other Works. 
| | Oclober the 25th, Mr. Waller to the Directors. 
am r<turn'd from the North, and have brought with me twelve Choice Miners, and 
have hired Sixty, and am promiſed twenty ot thirty more if I ſend for them. 
| Odlober the 29th. 
have viewed all the Mines, and find them in good order. 
November the iſt. 8 | es 
I am now raiſing Stoups at Goginian, and making room for more Men to work at that 
rich Mine, and have ſent you a Map of the Vein: Twenty Tun of this Ore yields five 
hundred Ounces of Silver; but we have a ſmall Vein at Cumyſtwirh at Silver Hill, that 
on {ome Trials, has yielded one hundred and ten Ounces of Silver out of a Tun of Lead: 
We need never fear Quantities of Silver Ore, as ſoon as I can make room for numbers of 
Hands to work in the Veins. | (i 
November the 5th. , 


I could help you to a Black-Lead Mine;if you could find a Conſumption for it : They 


ſell the worſt at fixty Pounds per Tun, the middle at a hundred, and the beſt at a hundred 


and forty Pounds per Tun; but you cannot vend one thouſand Tuns in ſeven Yeats * 
ilver. and it holds vat about Bigüty Pounds 


ver, for, when ſmelted, it looks like Silver 


ſelf. 5 
November the Sth. 


f came on Wedneſday to Nimtea, which I found in vety good order; and then went 


to Cumyſt with, where all the Veit improve, eſpecĩally the rich Vein on Silver Hill. 
n e November the 15th. 3 | 
The Upper-Level at Goginiar i! now all mixed with Ore; the Ore in the Low-Level 


ſnew you good Work in that rich Sil ver- Mine in a ſhort time, for I have a Ptoſpect i 
leveral places, and want but tweny three Yards to a place which I left a Yard wide 
Ore, and could not go on without his Level. | 

AL pn? VVovpember the 19th. 


I am in hopes to meet the Vein a Yard wide at Crom/umblock, thitteen Yards fooner 


than I expeted : I have fer a Bargain at another place to raiſe Ore there, for fifty Shil- 
lings a Tun : The Rib widens upor vs, and I ſhall be quickly in freſh Ground, T” it 


4 | November the 23d. | 
We are within four Foot of the Forebreaſt at Cromſumblock, where we are Twenty 
Yards under the Old Man, and the Sole is one hundred and four Yards long, which will 
bold many Men to work at a time; and I hope in a Fortnight's time to be raifing Ore there, 
both in the Stoups and in the Bottom; The Weſt Forehead is now ten Inches wide in Ore, 


ſo that by the Increaſe I find we areyight in the Ins Inanceherplace Lemmon a % 
_ oO 3 "I edel wil charge, and hope to come to it in 


— 2 MOiaiar Low-Level the Ore continues large, and jointy, and 
eaſie to be raiſed; the upper work is a Yard wide, mixed with Ore in good Cutting 
Work; I manage now above twenty Mines, and hope at laſt for a good Reward. 


** * 


— — — — 


— 


N 
; 


London : Printed by E. Collins in the 01d:Baily. 1708. 


deat 


T's 


